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Here I would like to write what I saw and what I felt during the most 

of the activity 

 

On group works 

As a member of tourism group what I did are basically on the 

investigation of the bus tour. Which are roughly concluded as 

followed 

1) June 4th  

We collected travelling information of Morioka in the 

information center near Morioka station and got many booklets 

on the traveling information both in Morioka city and in the 

coastal area.  

 

After that we took the car to walk around the Morioka city (the 

city is not a big city so it didn’t take a long time for us to view and 

based on my expression there are really some interesting place 



such as the Bank of 

Iwate and Morioka-jyo 

(which actually has no 

castle left), but I didn’t 

find the shinning points. 

 

 

 

Then we went to Tono for travelling information. For me Tono is 

a more interesting place. It is a small town which is totally 

immersed in the history of Kappa. The information of Kappa can 

be seen in many 

detailed places. And 

Tono station is really a 

small station but it is 

decorated specially 

which is very Japanese 

style for a foreigner. We 

got the travelling 

information from the 

information center, and I 

could feel the effort of 

the local government on 

improving their traveling, 

and I was surprised by 

the assistant mobile phone which we can dial for traveling 

information, by the rent bicycle, by the green car in which the 

driver wears like a Kappa. 

 



We had a visit to Tonomagokoro and had an interview there 

based on the volunteer situations. And I was shocked that there 

are so many people who have done the volunteer works and 

who are still doing. And the live condition there is very tough but 

they are still making their effort not for themselves but for the 

bright future of this nation.                        

 



Then we went to the temporary shop (at nonheiyokocho) for 

dinner. This is really a special place where all the shops are 

located in the temporary houses and only have a small space for 

the customers. Based on the view just during walking around I 

think most of the shops are family shops including Tori-jyo where 

we took dinner. It is a restaurant which is held by a father and 

there were only another worker who is the daughter. The owner 

was in a very bright mood, and this was the first time I was 

expressed by such a positive person in Tohoku. But actually it 

turned out to be normal to have bright mood in Tohoku area. 

(this is really a small town and there were few customers in the 

restaurants, so I even wondered about whether they can survive 

or not by only owning such a restaurant.) 

 

2) June 5th  

We went to 鉄道カフェ for an interview. The shop is designed 

very special and also the food is very delicious but still it can’t 



run very well. There are problems both in nature part and human 

part which I may talk later. 

 

And then we went to Houraikan, and had an interview with the 

owner. This is the most impressing part for me, and I really 

learned and thought a lot during the interview. 

 

After the interview we walked around the Houraikan to see the 

present status of that region and took some pictures, and I was 

talked many stories about the 3.11 tsunami. We met a former 

resident of that region, and had a short talk with him. Covered 

with grasses we can’t get too much information from rough 

looking at the landscape but each stuff left here seems to be put 

here to tell a story about what happened at that terrible time.  

 



The dinner was a big party in Houhaikan, and we enjoyed it very 

much. 

3) June 6th 

We had a walk near Kamaishi station for varieties of information. 

Occasionally meet a couple who own a shop in the SEAPLAZA 

KAMAISHI, and had a very nice talk with them. And all of us were 

impressed by their optimism. And their warm smile always make 

us believe in the bright future here. 

We had a walk around Otuschi, and had a more overall 

understanding about the situation of the disaster area. Met a 

former resident in the disaster site and had a talk with him. 



Then we had an interview with Ito-san for the detailed 

information on the volunteer activity in local areas and the 

details about how to organizing volunteer activity especially in 

the type of bus tour for foreigners. All the information will be 

quite helpful for out organizing the bus tour later. 

 

Had a stay in Sasaki-san’s home. Had a very delicious yakiniku, 

and also as this was the second time for me to stay in a Japanese 

home, and it was also quite different with the first one, I learned 

a lot during this stay and it became my precious experience. 

4) June 7th  

Had a visit to Kimura-shoten 

Had a interview with the manager of Migoto. 

 

On the interview and my personal feeling 

During these days we had many interviews and I got much helpful 

information and learned much through them. 

One type of the interviewees are the shop owners or merchants like 



Iwasaki-san of Houraikan and Kondo-san of tetsudou café. These 

people show amazing enthusiasm both in their enterprise and in 

the local reconstruction. They have the positive attitude to change 

the local condition and they have the ability to make the change, 

and I think they are the core force for the reconstruction. But they 

don’t have the power big enough to get free from the guidance of 

the government. Although they want and they can do contribution 

to the local society, what they finally can achieve somehow is 

limited to the policy of the government. 

I was shocked by the talk of Iwasaki-san, because I can never 

imagine a Japanese woman can have such an ambition and 

implementation capacity. She has such a strong social care and 

responsibility which is rare in such a society, but her ambition is 

restricted by the present situation and the policy. It is really a pity. 

In the case of tetsudo café I think the problem is different with the 

former one. The shop has a very special design, very delicious menu 

and very fantasy location, but still suffers. The problem is the lack of 

labor force and more deeply is the problem of the attitude or 

motivation of the local people. The shop needs workers and the 

local people have no work. Why these two situations occur at the 

same time is that they don’t want to work in that café shop or even 

they just don’t want to work at all. Of course they suffered a 

disaster but they need to be strong and need to make the difference 

by themselves, rather than just wait for the policy of the 

government. They need more energy and need more enthusiasm. 

Compared with the similar situation in China, I really hope the 

government put out some policy to encourage people to own their 

small enterprise. They can bring the energy to the society and they 

can create the position, and they activate the market, so they can 



really make the difference.  

Another part of the interviewees are like the Ito-san or the manager 

of Magokoro. They have strong social responsibility and what they 

are doing should be very appreciated by not only the local people 

but also the whole nation. 

And I think what impressed me very much is a type of the local 

residents whom we met both around Houraikan and in Otsuchi. 

They are the typical ordinary local people, and they want to rebuild 

their house restart the life just like life before the disaster. But the 

present situation doesn’t allow them do like that. They are suffering 

but they never forget what they believe and what they want. 

Although they suffered in the past they look forward, and they are 

planning for their future. 

 

On the bus tour 

Most of the information are from the information center and the 

interview with Ito-san. 

 


